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The rule of law and the rise of “Illiberal democracies”: a Union without liberal principles?

Serious challenges to the core of the rule of law, such as the rhetoric and the practices of “illiberal” democracy or the constitutional crisis in Poland and the triggering of Article 7 TEU for Poland and Hungary, give rise to important institutional questions: the capacity of Union institutions and of existing procedures to properly address serious deficiencies in the Member States, the role of the judicature vis-à-vis political organs both at Union and national level, alternative tools of control and enforcement within and outside the Treaties, the role of the Union vis-à-vis the rest of the world, in particular candidate countries.
More profoundly, new divisions are rising and the political foundation of the Union seems to be at stake: under which terms the rule of law may be construed as a European value within the specific institutional scheme of the Union? In the same vein, what may be the meaning of the rule of law in a Union based on transnational economic liberties based on mutual trust between Member States yet without a common social contract? 
Last but not least, in order to address this series of questions we should first explore the genealogy of the concept as captured by the various language versions of the Treaties and their institutional variations (Etat de droit, Rule of Law, Rechtsstaatlichkeit). 


SUGGESTED THEMATICS
 
· The genealogy of the concept and its variations

· The rule of law as a common European value under the specific institutional scheme of the Union 

· The rule of law and new divisions in the Union

· Intergovernmentalism and the limits of Art. 7 TEU

· Political v. judicial organs in upholding the rule of law

· The paradigm of the rule of law and the rest of world (EU accession policy)
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1. Submission of texts
All manuscripts must be submitted in Word format as an email attachment. Communications concerning the submission of manuscripts should be sent to MrKostas Panselinos (kpanselinos@eplo.eu). Manuscripts to be submitted for consideration should be in one of the three most widely spoken European languages: English, French or German. 
Articles should preferably be no longer than 4.000-5.000 words, including footnotes, and should be submitted together with an abstract of 100-150 words in length. If the article is written in a language other than English, then an abstract and title in English should be submitted as well. Notes should be numbered sequentially in superscript in the text outside punctuation marks and placed as footnotes included in the main text (after an initial unnumbered note attached to the author’s name by an asterisk, stating his/her professional capacity).
Case notes or legislation notes should not exceed 2.500 words.
Book Reviews should not exceed 1.500 words and have no footnotes.

2. Headings – Style
In articles, case notes or legislation notes, individual paragraphs should not be numbered. Subdivisions with headings are preferred and a maximum of four levels of heading is suggested, as set forth below:
Article title
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1. Paragraph
Phrases in capitals or underlined text should be avoided. 
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